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the mountain.   Its foundation is attributed to Raja Hodi."1
In 1848 I suggested that the "vast hill fortress of Rani-gat,
situated immediately above the small village of Nogram, about
16 miles north by  west from Ohind,   corresponded in all
essential particulars with the description of Aornos, as given
by Arrian, Strabo, and Diodorus; excepting in its elevation,
the height of Rani-gat not being more than 1000 feet, which
is, however, a very great elevation for so large a fortress.1'2 In
1854 General James Abbott took up the subject in a very full
and elaborate article, in which the various authorities are
ably and   critically discussed.   His   conclusion is that the
Mahaban hill is the most probable site of  Aornos.3   This
opinion was combated early in 1863 by Mr, L*4ftenthal,  who
again brought forward the claims of Raja H6^s ^fort, opposite
Attak, which had first been suggested by General Court.4
Towards the end of the year  General   Abbott replied   to
Mr. Loewenthal's objections, and reiterated his odhviction that
"the Mahaban is the Aornos of history/' although he thinks
that the question is still "open to discussion."5

In reopening this discussion, I believe that I am able to
clear away some of the difficulties with which the subject has
confessedly been obstructed by the vague and contradictory
accounts of Alexander's historians; but I can scarcely venture
to hope that my identification of Aornos will be received as
satisfactory, when I am constrained to own that I am not
perfectly satisfied with it myself, But if I do not succeed in
convincing others, I feel that my failure will be shared in
common with two such able writers as General James Abbott'
and the lamented missionary, Loewenthal,
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